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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
The 2016-2017 school year for Brookwood
School District 167 has gotten off to a great
start.
I am extremely excited about the “BEST” year
yet, at the New Brookwood Middle School.
Our team and I look forward to working with
each of you. Our dedicated staff continues to
focus on providing the best possible
educational experiences for our students.
Our goal is to provide students with
instruction that will enrich their minds and
enable them to solve problems through
higher order thinking.

We are looking forward to a very productive
and rewarding year at Brookwood Middle
School, as well as working with you and your
family.
Please feel free to contact me with any
questions. I can be reached by email at
onowels@brookwood167.org or by calling
(708) 758-5350. Onquanette Nowels-Pierce,
Principal
“Education is the most powerful weapon
you can use to change the world.”
~Nelson Mandela~

HELP YOUR CHILD SET ACADEMIC GOALS
We encourage our parents to require their child to set
academic goals for each school year. Our children need
our help to stay focused on their education, to keep going
when it gets difficult and to believe that what…
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We will prepare students for real world events
that they can apply academic values to
become productive citizens in their
communities and in their professions.
With your help we can prepare our students
for the future. Remember the old saying, “It
takes a village to raise a child”.
At Brookwood Middle School, we have our
arms and hearts open to be the village that
will partnership with you to prepare our
students for a bright future.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
What happens when parents get involved in their
children’s education? Grades go up—and behavior
improves, too. Whether it’s reading together or
attending a teacher conference…
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HELP YOUR CHILD SET
ACADEMIC GOALS
We encourage our parents to require their
child to set academic goals for each school
year. Our children need our help to stay
focused on their education, to keep going
when it gets difficult and to believe that what
they’re doing is important for their own
futures.
Monitoring progress towards these goals is
very important. How do you monitor a child’s
progress toward the goals you set together?
There are two effective ways. One of the best
is conferencing. Periodically, schedule a block
of time with your child to discuss how well
he/she is doing on the goals. Determine if
there are any areas your child needs
assistance. A second way to monitor progress
toward goals is to keep a record. Teachers use
grades, which work, but there are also
checklists and rubrics. Monitor your child’s
progress by creating a checklist of what is
needed to achieve their particular goals. Just
a reminder…parents are encouraged to check
PowerSchool on a weekly basis to receive
progress updates in all of their child’s classes.

members to view the portfolio at special
occasions. Every Friday go through any
schoolwork your child brought home for the
week and place it in the portfolio. As you sort
through the papers, talk about some of the
assignments and what your child learned
from it. Also ask your child how he or she can
improve in a particular area. Done regularly,
creating and sharing a portfolio of learning
has several results:


Shows your child that you value
education

Showcase your child’s achievement by using a
portfolio of their learning and invite family

DROP-OFF / PICK-UP
PROCEDURES
[TRAFFIC SAFETY] Traffic around school site is
always a concern, especially during the start
of the school year as families work out new
transportation routines. Please be extremely
careful when driving around students. Please
be aware of the school speed zone on
Glenwood-Lansing and Glenwood Dyer Road
in the morning and afternoon. The Glenwood
Police Department will ticket violators they
observe speeding and talking on cellular
devices in a school zone.
[DROP OFF] Students should be dropped off in
the front of the building to enter the main

doors. Please be respectful of our
traffic monitors and walkers. After
8:30 a.m., students will be required
to sign in tardy.
[PICK UP] Students who receive car
rides after school must wait in the
front of the building for their ride.
Please do not attempt to use the
(South) side parking lot for pick up.
This is reserved for buses only. Cars
must pull all the way in the parking
lot and line up to receive your child.







Shows your child that you are
interested in his/her educational
experience.
As your child improves, it provides
him/her with a sense of purpose and
pride.
Helps your child see where his/her
strengths and weaknesses are and
motivates him/her to improve.

Keep your children’s portfolios from year to
year. They are fun to look back on as your kids
get older. You will have a record of their
schooling, and your child will have a record of
his/her learning.

BMS | SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER | Issue SEPT2016

3

NOW TRENDING

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
SCHOOLS + PARENTS = SUCCESS
What happens when parents get involved in
their children’s education? Grades go up—and
behavior improves, too. Whether it’s reading
together or attending a teacher conference,
parent involvement does make a difference!
We ask that you check your child’s planner
and homework daily. Never hesitate to call a
teacher if you have questions or concerns
regarding your child’s progress. Every teacher
has a planning period every day and is
available to speak to parents during this time.
Contact the office for teacher planning times.

We expect 100% participation of parents at
our quarterly Open House events on:

November 16th, 2016

March 22nd, 2017

May 25th, 2017

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO…

*Conference Times: 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

You can help your child do his or her best in
school by:


Making sure that your child attends
school every day;



Making sure that your child READS
every day (readers are leaders);



Making sure that your child gets a good
night’s sleep every night – we
encourage parents to have their child
turn in their cell phones to a parent at a
designated time before bed (8:30 p.m.)
because students often tell us how they
text each other in the middle of the
night;



Reminding your child to ask the teacher
questions if he or she does not
understand any directions;



Setting a good example by respecting
and supporting school efforts to
support learning;

As well as Parent Teacher Conferences held
on:



November 7th, 2016
March 23rd, 2017

BREAKFAST & LUNCH SERVICE
[FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH!] Please check the menu ahead
of time. If you have to bring a lunch, we ask that you have
it in the office by 12:00 p.m. for 5th graders and 11:00 a.m.
for 6th graders.

BY ATTENDING THESE IMPORTANT SCHOOL
ACTIVITIES, YOU SHOW YOUR CHILD THE VALUE YOU
PLACE ON HIS/HER EDUCATION!

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
Instructional Support Students will receive
intense instruction in an 80-minute Reading
Block and an 80-minute Mathematics Block
aligned with Common Core State Standards
(CCSS). We will be increasing student’s
minutes of reading in school. We need your
help to support this effort outside of school as
well. Your child’s teacher will be sending
home reading requirements for their
classroom at the beginning of the year.

SCHOOL BEGINS AT [8:30 AM]…
It is very important that students are in their homerooms
in their seats at the start of the school day, which is 8:30
a.m. Please assist us in helping each student start a noninterruptive day.

[HOW CAN YOU ASSIST US?] You give your
children a tremendous advantage when your
read with them, help them with homework,
meet with their teachers and attend school
events and activities.



Take advantage of museums, libraries,
and community resources to enrich
learning;



Limiting television and video game
time;



Encouraging your child’s best behavior
at school;



BE SAFE



BE RESPECTFUL



Making sure your child has a quiet, welllit place to study and read;



BE RESPONSIBLE



Listening.

AT BROOKWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL WE
EXPECT OUR STUDENTS TO…

This year we will focus on Restorative Practices to
assist students with positive outcomes rather than
punitive discipline. Restorative Practices focuses on
building community, repairing relationships, and
restoring a community.
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NOW TRENDING

GET INVOLVED
BMS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
[SEPTEMBER]
1st:

September
2:00 p.m. Dismissal for
Students HB and LW Open House 6:00 p.m. –
8:00 p.m.
September 2nd: 11:30 a.m. Dismissal for
Students
September 5th: Labor Day – No School

POWERSCHOOL PRO
Brookwood Middle School will be using
PowerSchool Pro this school year.
PowerSchool Pro is the first student
information management system that
connects the school to the home through the
Internet.
You will be able to check your child’s grades
and attendance to keep up-to-date on your
child’s academic progress.

SEPTEMBER IS…
[LICE PREVENTION] & [SICKLE CELL] MONTH

To log into PowerSchool Pro:
Direct your browser to the Brookwood School
District website @ www.brookwood167.org.
Click on “Resources” on the top menu, go
down to “PowerSchool Parent Portal” and
click on it.
If you have any questions regarding our
PowerSchool site or need assistance, please
contact:
Mr. Bakari Simmons @ (708) 758-5350

CELL PHONE USAGE
[NO] CELL PHONE USE IN SCHOOL ZONE!

September 9th: Grandparents Day | 9:00 a.m.
– 11:00 a.m.
September 19th: Fall Picture Day
September 22nd: First Day Of Autumn
September 28th: Parent University 6:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m.

BRING GRANDPARENTS TO SCHOOL DAY!
Friday, September 9th, 2016 @ 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

BROOKWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL
200 E GLENWOOD LANSING ROAD | GLENWOOD, IL 60425
OFFICE: (708) 758-5350 | ABSENTEE: (708) 757-2110

