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HICKORY BEND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  IN THIS ISSUE 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),  

It is hard to believe it is October already!  
Students have settled into their new 
classrooms and new friendships have been 
formed. It is exciting to visit the classrooms 
and see the growth our students have made in 
such a short time period.  

Thank you parents, grandparents, volunteers, 
staff and friends for attending Open House, 
the Book Fair, Grandparents Day and learning 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 7Å 
have also had our first annual Mother and 
Son, Pizza & Fun which was extremely 
successful. Thanks to all who participated.  

OUR EVENTS AND PROGRAMS ARE SUCCESSFUL 

BECAUSE OF YOUR PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT. 

Remain involved - 'ÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
teacher and let him or her know of any 
concerns or worries your child may have.  
Teachers can be contacted informally with a 
phone call, class dojo, email or a note. 

Keep the communication going by asking 
your child specific questions; for example:  
What new words did you learn today?  What 
technology did you use?  What did you learn 
in STEM today? 

Help your child be organized by creating a 

routine. If he/she always does homework in 
the same place at the same time, it will 
become part of how he/she does things 
throughout their school career. 

Spend 15 minutes a day reading with your 
child.  This is a wonderful way to share special 
time together; just time with Mom or Dad! 

Go to the library and get your child his/her 
own library card. What better way to 
encourage a lifetime of love for reading! 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR PARENT TEACHER 

CONFERENCES WHICH ARE SCHEDULED FOR 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH, 2016 FROM NOON TO 

8:00 P.M. 

This is an excellent opportunity for you to 
ÍÅÅÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȟ ÐÉÃË ÕÐ ÙÏÕÒ 
child/ren report card, discuss strengths and 
areas of improvement and set expectations 
for second quarter. If you have not signed up 
for a conference time, please contact our 
main office at (708) 758-4520 to set up a time. 
We are looking forward to sharing in the effort 
of creating a positive learning atmosphere for 
your children. 

Ȱ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÌÉËÅ ×Åt cement, whatever 
ÆÁÌÌÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÍÁËÅÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȢȱ 

Haim Ginot, Psychologist 

 

HELP YOUR CHILD SET ACADEMIC GOALS 

We encourage our parents to require their child to set 
academic goals for each school year. Our children need 
our help to stay focused on their education, to keep going 
×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÇÅÔÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÁÔȣ 
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

What happens when parents get involved in their 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȩ 'ÒÁÄÅÓ ÇÏ upɂand behavior 
ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÓȟ ÔÏÏȢ 7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÏÒ 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȣ  
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The beginning of the school year can be a 
stressful time for children with new teachers 
and classmates, new routines, and more 
school work.  

The school years are a crucial time in your 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÌÉÆÅ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ 

AS A PARENT THERE ARE PROACTIVE STEPS YOU CAN 

TAKE TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD: 

ü Be interested and enthusiastic 
about the school year, 

ü If you are confident and excited 
your child will be too, 

ü Spend time each day talking to your 
child about what happened in 
school.  Use openɀended questions. 
Example- What was the best part 
of your day?, 

ü This type of contact brings priceless 
rewards to your relationship and 
ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ well-being, 

ü Give positive feedback about his or 
her experiences, 

ü Praise and 
encourage 
your child to 
take part in 
school 
activities 
and try new 
things, 

ü Attend school 
functions and stay 
ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
Studies show that children whose 
parents are involved in their 
education have higher 
achievement, 

ü Make a point to learn how your child 
develops, not just physically, but 
socially and emotionally as well, 

ü If you are aware what is typical 
behavior and thoughts for your 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
readily able to tell when things may 
not be right, 

ü Practice your morning routine with 

your child. 
Make sure he or she knows what 
you need to keep the busy morning 
schedule running smoothly, 

ü Get back to the [ȰÅÁÒÌÙ ÔÏ ÂÅÄȟ ÅÁÒÌÙ 
ÔÏ ÒÉÓÅȱ] habit. 

If you ever have any concerns regarding how 
your child is interacting in social situations, 
the social worker is available to support and 
assist. 

Mrs. Kelly can be reached at (708) 758-4520. 

 

ȰFIRST STUDENT BUS COMPANYȱ 

ü Stand on the same side of the street as 
the bus stop; 

ü $ÏÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ×aiting and 
stay on the sidewalk; 

ü Be alert to traffic; 

ü Always walk in front of, not behind the 
bus; 

 

ü $ÏÎȭÔ ÒÕÓÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
bus. Move toward the 
door only after the 
bus stops, the door 
opens and the driver 
gives the okay to 
board; 

ü Hold the handrail when getting on and 
off the bus; 

ü Never stand up or walk around while 
the bus is moving; 

ü Always obey the bus driver! 

  

HELP YOUR CHILD SET 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 

SAFETY RULES 
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GRANDPARENTS ARE THE BEST! 

THANKS SO MUCH TO OUR GRANDPARENTS FOR THEIR 

SUPPORT, TOWARDS THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF 

THEIR GRANDCHILDREN. 

Our grandparents engaged in the daily 
learning process while also sharing in their 
personal experiences with their grandchildren.   

Grandparents enjoyed doughnuts, coffee and 
water as they went from class to class.   

Grandparents were observed in participating 
in painted handprints, reading stories, taking 
photos and making purchases at the bookfair.   

Our annual ȰGÒÁÎÄÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ Dayȱ was a huge 
success and we look forward to all of you 
attending again next year. 

Parents, please assist us by noting that this 
event is only for our Grandparents.  

ȰTHANKS GRANDPARENTS FOR ALL YOU DOȦȦȦȱ 

 

MOTHER & SON | PIZZA & FUN 

(ÉÃËÏÒÙ "ÅÎÄȭÓ !ÌÌ-Star boys invited their 
moms to our first annual Mother & Son, Pizza 
& Fun Night on Friday, September 23rd. 

AND BOY, DID WE HAVE A BLAST! 

The teacher prepared games galore; moms & 
sons dressed the baby, had an egg on a spoon 
race, enjoyed bozo buckets, minute to win it, a 
super fun bean bag toss and basketball too!  

Everyone enjoyed pizza, pop, cookies, and a 
raffle too! 

A good time was had by all. 

BUS EVACUATION DRILL 

We participated in our bus evacuation drill of 
the 2016-2017 school year which was 
conducted by First Student Bus Company. 

Our students learned what to do in the event 
of an emergency while riding the bus. 

The importance of talking in a quiet voice, 
keeping the aisle clear and sitting back to back 
was explained, modeled then practiced by the 
students. 

The students also practiced an emergency exit 
through the back door of the bus.  The 
students will participate in another bus 
evacuation drill this school year to ensure they 
are familiar with the bus evacuation drill 
procedures in the event of an emergency. 

NOW TRENDING 

 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH SERVICE 

Breakfast is offered to students [FREE] everyday. Lunch is 
offered to students everyday as well. However, some 
students qualify for free or reduced lunch. Information 
about free or reduced lunch was available during 
registration. If your child does not qualify for free or 
reduced lunch, the cost is $2.00 per day. The reduced 
lunch fee is .40 cents. Please send money in an envelope 
×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÎ ÉÔ ÄÁÉÌÙȢ A 
breakfast/lunch menu is provided to students monthly. 

 

SCHOOL BEGINS AT [8:30  A.M.]  

[SCHOOL HOURS | 8:30 A.M. ɀ 3:10 P.M.] Students are 
[TARDY] after 8:35 a.m. | Tardiness causes a loss in learning 
time. Please make every effort to get your child to school 
on time! 

 

REMINDER!  WARM CLOTHING NEEDED 

With the return of fall and the falling temps are on the 
horizon, please be reminded that warm clothing is 
necessary for all students when they come to school.  We 
do go out each day for recess weather permitting. 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

October 4th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 10th: Columbus Day ɀ No School  

October 6th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 11th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 13th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 14th: Fall Picture Day 

October 18th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 19th: Parent University @ 6:00 p.m. 

October 20th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 21st: Early Dismissal @ 2:00 p.m. 

October 25th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 26th: ȰDining for Dollarsȱ | Culvers 

October 27th: Choir @ 7:15 a.m. 

October 28th: PBIS Sponsors ȰNerd Dayȱ 

 
Welcome parents to the new school year at 
Hickory Bend School! We are proud to have 
our All Stars participate in our PBIS school-
wide plan.  

[PBIS] (Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Supports) is an extended program at Hickory 
Bend School, which is implemented to assist in 
addressing behavior.  

PBIS organizes adults and students to create a 
social-cultural in schools that will encourage 
positive behavior and incentives, which 
discourages problem behaviors. This program 
supports the goals and mission of Hickory 
Bend Elementary School in that the social-
culture will inevitably lead to a safer 
environment where students achieve 
academically and build positive relationship 
with each other and adults. 

 

It is our goal to legitimately recognize each of 
our students for good character and positive 
behavior.  

We have wonderful students at Hickory Bend 
and they should be reminded of this fact on a 
daily basis: 

ü Verbal and Nonverbal Praise 
ü Positive Reports to Parents 
ü Recognition at Awards Assemblies 
ü Earn Hickory Bend All-Star bucks to be 

redeemed at PBIS Sales 

At the beginning of the year, teachers and staff 
will review our universal expectations, BE SAFE, 
BE RESPONSIBLE, AND BE RESPECTFUL. These 
expectations are taught, modeled and 
practiced throughout the year. 

Please take some time to read and discuss our 
PBIS expectations with your child/children. 
Your support of our PBIS school-wide system 
will assist us in having a successful school year! 

NOW TRENDING 

 

 

REAL MEN READ 

We are so pleased to have the [MEN] in our community 
dedicating their time to come to Hickory Bend to assist 
our Hickory Bend boys with reading.  Some of the 
gentlemen are dads while others are grandparents, 
uncles, friends and even fathers of students who have 
gone on to the middle school.  

Boys from kindergarten through fourth visit with the 
mentors once a week for a thirty-minute period to read 
exciting and adventurous material.  As the boys read they 
take great pleasure in discussing the topic and sharing 
their ideas.  They also feel good about asking relevant 
questions.  One of the most meaningful questions asked 
by several boys is if the volunteer can come everyday.  If 
you are interested in volunteering and assisting our 
students, please feel free to contact the office at (708) 758-
4520. 

 

REMINDER!  FALL PICTURE DAY 

We will have our fall pictures taken on Friday, October 14th 
Parents will have the opportunity to purchase 
photographs. You should have received an order form to 
place your check or cash in already. If not, please call the 
office.  All orders and payments must be sent to school on 
picture day. 

  

GET INVOLVED 
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REMINDER! PARENT / TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 

 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ 
[PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES] if you did not 
sign up at Open House. Conferences will be 
held on November 7th, 2016 | Noon ɀ 8:00 p.m.  

We look forward to meeting with each of you! 

IMPORTANT! VOLUNTEERING PARENTS 

 

[PLEASE] be advised that the procedures for the 
district are that volunteers must undergo a 
state and federal background check through 
the district office via Jan Machnikowski (708) 
758-5190. 

When visiting the school, visitors are asked to 
give the office staff a state id or license to run 
through our [RAPTOR SYSTEM]. This includes 
parents accompanying students on field trips, 
sporting events. As well, as copiers, daily 
volunteers, Real Men Read, Parent Room 
Assistance, Kids Hope, etc. 

ȰBOX TOPSȱ FOR EDUCATION 

 

We continue again this year to collect box 
tops.  Please clip the Box Top coupons off 
hundreds of your favorite products. 

We are sending home a page for you to tape or 
glue the box tops and send them in so we can 
keep earning money for our school. 

ȰTHANKSȱ FOR SUPPORTING OUR 

BOOKFAIR! 

 

Students, Parents, Staff, Grandparents, and 
Friends. Thanks so much for supporting our 
Bookfair!  It was very successful!! 

NOW TRENDING 

 

 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

STUDENTS AT HICKORY BEND CELEBRATE [HISPANIC 

HERITAGE MONTH] FROM SEPTEMBER 15TH - OCTOBER 15TH  

Every day, a new Spanish word and facts are discussed at 
announcements.  During the month, Fridays were set 
aside for the children to recite the American pledge in 
English and Spanish.  Every year, Mrs. Hines and Mrs. 
Guzman celebrate the month in the classroom. They 
read books about the culture, eat Hispanic food such as 
tamales and pan de muerto, and break a piñata..    

 

AT HICKORY BEND ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL WE EXPECT OUR STUDENTS 

TOé 

¶ BE SAFE  

¶ BE RESPECTFUL  

¶ BE RESPONSIBLE 

HICKORY BEND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

600 E. 191ST PLACE | GLENWOOD, IL 60425 
OFFICE: (708) 758-4520 | ABSENTEE: (708) 757-2115 

 

GET INVOLVED 


